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Gideon Sam, Jenny
van Dyk and Tshina
Mdau at the Netball
League launch in 2
Sandton yesterday.
Photo by &
Trevor Kunene
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By MAXWELL RAMARU
SOUTH AFRICA’S bid to host the
2023 Netball World Cup ison track.

Thiswasrevealedby Sascocpres-
ident Gideon Samduringthe Brutal
Fruit Netball Premier League
launch in Joburg yesterday.

Sam insists that Sascoc has ral-
lied behind Netball South Africa
(NSA) to ensure Mzansi gets the
rights to host the global event.

Said Sam: “Women'ssporthasal-
ways been a priority. We believe
that if we host this, netball will
grow in the country. If we go play
in others’ territory it's not good for
oursport. Butlet'sbepatientasthis
(bidding) goes through the process.
Sascoc is 120% behind the federa-
tion (NSA).”

Sam hopes the Netball Premier
League, scheduled to start on Fri-
day (4pm) at the Ellis Park Indoor
Arena, will help unite communi-
ties. Kingdom Stars will take on
North West Diamonds in the open-
ing match.

“Women in our country get the
short end of the stick. If we can
build a movement through netball
that changes that, then we would
have achieved something.

“Through the sports movement
we have made people believe that
we wouldbe free onedayandithap-
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pened. Now we have that freedom
we are battling to get our sports
movement to take the next step to
build communities.”

Sam hopes Aloes from his prov-
ince (Eastern Cape) will rise to the
occasion this time to end the domi-
nance of defending champions
Gauteng Jaguars and Free State
Crinums, whe've won the competi-
tion three times. “My province
must also win this competition. It
can’t be Free State and Gautengall
the time. They need to work hard
so that we are never sure who will
come out tops.”

NSA president Cecilia Molok-
wane, meanwhile, was not sure
how much the winners will pocket
when the competition ends on 17
June. Said Mclekwane: “We are
still in the process of finalising the
prize money. We will make an an-
nouncement in due course, some-
thing is in the pipeline. Let’s play
for pride and love of the game. If it
meanswe will pay them in the end,
we shall do so.”

Jaguars captain Tshina Mdau
admits they feel pressure ahead of
theiropeningmatch against North-
ern Cape’'s Diamonds on Saturday
(11am). “There is pressure. We
might not be three-times champi-
ons, but winning is addictive!”
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