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It
going to
he war

Real Kings' defender, Kyle Davies, chats to
yoccer Laduma’s Peter Raath about their
recent shump. He also heaps praise on
their head coach, Siimoe Dladla, and talks
about the team’s ambitions.

Peter Raath: At round 18, Real
Kings were just six points behind
Highlands Park, but following |
comsecutive home losses 1o Royal |
Eagles and Black Leopards, coupled
with goalless draws against Ubunta
Cape Town and Mbombela United,
the situation changed dramatically.
Why the sudden slump?

Kyle Davies: Although Kings
went in well prepared for the Eagles
match, nothing fell in our favour. Too many
of our guys didn’t perform at their best,
When t's net your day, it's not your day
Regarding Leopards, right from the start we
knew it was going to be tough. They kept
the ball uging good passing patterns and
came at us strongly in the first half But
in the second period, we turned the tahles
after our opponents began getling tived
We started dominating, equalised from
Nkosingiphile Phewa's penalty and then I
even felt that my team would get the win-
net. However, ont of the blue, in the B0th
minute, Leopards made it 3-1 with a ire-
mendous strike from outside the box, That
killed everything for us, while Ubuntu and
Mhombels were alss hard games. We're all
dizappointed, but our head eoach, Simo
Dladla, told us, “It's about playing with
your heart, giving everything you can for
the team and fighting until the very end."

PR: What else can you tell us about Diad-
la's input?

KIx: The coach makes it very clear what
he wants from the guys. Dladla is probably
one of the best coaches ['ve played under
hecause he's a leader. Maybe on match
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days, Sime doesn't say much com-
pared to at training. However, he
demands excellence, with everyone
B performing at 100 percent. There
S must be no complacency. Even off

Y the field, that man is a father-fig-
ure to the squad and says we must
respect whoever wears the arm-
band. Sime also drives the ship
well For me, our stand-in captain,
Siphamandla Majola, has done a
fine job. That's why Kings is amongst the
top teames. All players have a goal to pull
in the same direetion and, for me, it's been
a matter of proving to myself what I'm ca-
pable of doing - after battling at the begin-
ning of my career!

PR: That's interesting, Please elaborate...

KI: Tn 2013, T was selected for the Ned-
bank Ke Yona team, which was the last
throw of the dice as far as [ was concerned.
I wanted 1o play [ootball so badly, My
family was getiing worried about what
[ was going to do with my life. Our Ned-
hank Ke Yona side managed to hold Kalzer
Chiefs to a draw, before eventually losing
on penalties. I can't recall anyone else
who's playing professionally from that XI
except Mwenya Chibwe, a goallkeeper at
Platinum Stars. Maybe the others lost hope
or saw it wasn't working, For me, that was
a great experience, but after being signed
by Orlando Pirates, things didn't work
entt, They loaned me out to Royal Eagles,
where [ hardly got game-time, Talso had a
short spell at University of Pretoria prio
to Kings signing me as a winger, although [
ean play as a right or left back. That's why
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I'm grateful to be where [ am now. Every-
thing happens for a resson, It's my time
now. God is good,

PR: Returning to matters om the field,
during a purple patch Phewa grabbed
seven goals in five matches, while
Phumelele ‘Ace’ Bhengu hit three.

KI»: Phewa, our top scorer with 11 goals
g0 far, has been clinical with his finish-
ing. He has a nice fivst touch, makes de-
cent tung and you can expect & good few
maore goals from him. Bhengu, who plays
an important mole both on and off the piteh,
motivates the youngsters. With his experi-
ence, the guys pick up tips. Our fitness lev-
els have brought ug to where we are now.
Everyone is super fit, Chris Kunene and
Ntzako ‘Mever Die’ Makhubela are hoth
hard workers. They tun the whole game.
‘Mever: Die’ has a very fitting name (laugh-
ing). He's similar to Chris with that phys-
icality and endurance; & strong guy. Like
Kunene and Makhubela, Phewa always
gets involved. Another key motivating fac-
tor is that the number of our supporters
has been inereasing, which helps us lots.
When we beat Stellenbosch FC at Athlone
Stadium, there wag a significant amount
of them in the stands, T was actually sur-
prised. They didn't stop making a noise
that's all we could hear!

PR: With Kings again slipping up fol-
lowing the 1-1 draw with AmaTuks, your
chances of qualifying for the luerative
play-offs are getting slimmer and slim-
MET....

KD: I'm gutted to say the least, after
AmaTuks equalised with a late penalty.
When Kings went ahead with ahout five
minutes to go, [ really thought the three
points were ours, after we defended so
well. I now feel for the boys and the coach,
ag it was a great performance. It wonld be
a hige schievement if we reached the play-
offs in only our second MFD season. Each
player knows that. The last two games
against Mthatha Bueks and Cape Town All
Stars are going to be war. We just have to
fight, fight and fight to get the three points
and hope other results go our way. Kings
heat Bucks and Stars 1-0) inthe first round,
0 hopefully we can da the same again.

PR: Thimks, Kyle. Good luck in your pro-
motion ambitions.
RI: Anytime, Peter. O
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