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I 7T{'TT 5ANTWANA BANTWANA

Uruguay here we

&

Back row (1-r): Cynthia Makete, Fikile Magama, Manaki Makhana, Thambaolinye Mzoneli, Micaela Nunes, Sibulele Holbweni,
Front row: Refiloe Jane (Banyana Banyana player), Khunjulwa Mali, Yolanda Nduli, Zethembisc Vilakazi, Oratile Mokwena,
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Dladla talks to Zola Doda about her team's plans ahead o
sixth edition of the prestigious international tournament.

Lonathemba Mhlengo, Leigh Brophy, Sphumelele Shamase, Jessica Wade, Yenzokuhle Ngubane, Kaydee Windvogel
Kaylyn Jardan, Miche Minnies, Thubelinle Shamase, Nicole Michaels, Janine van Wyk (Banyana Banyana player)
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ith Bafana Bafana failing
ta qualify for the 2018 Fifa
Warld Cup in Russia, the
South African Under-17
Women's team will be carrying the
country's hopes on the international
stage this yearafter their qualification
forthe U-17 Women's World Cup.

Bantwana, alonaside Cameroon and Ghana,
will be one of three African representatives
at the sixth edition of the Fifs Undar-17
Warmen's World Cup, 1o be held in UrugLiay
in Wovembear this year. Coach Sirmphiwe
DludlLrs tearn qualified for the tournament
after beating Morocco 6-1 on aggregate -
the first leg played at Dobsonyille Stadium
ended in g 5 1winand the raturn leg played
at Stade Boubker Ammarin Sale, Morooco,
ended 1-0in favour of the visitors,

The Bantwana coach alsa made history by
becorning the first fermer Banyana Barwana
player @ lead tha naticnal team to a World
Cup as a player.

It feels great, BUtits not all my hard wiork
of my-victary — it's cur victory, from the
Technical tearm to the support staff; says
an excited Diudiw. *This is net my recornd;
all the people invalved in rmaking sure we
get the bestout of the players are the ones
whi must celebrate this qualificatian with
. Mot Just me, but also the clubs that are
producing, nurtuning and coaching thesa
players — it's theirvickory too, Thanks to
thern far raking sure wea have rmany players
to select from. It's really exciting forall of us®

Bantwana, captalned by Kaylin Jordaan,
kicked off thelr qualifying campaian with a
5-2 win against Botswana before wrapping
up the tie with a 6-4 victony at home. But
the team iswell aware that dispatching
rirncws Botswana and Moreece in the
guialifiers is different to competing against
the top guns in the actual toumameant.
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Imacoachwho bolioiesin

attacking or defending, theremust  more than what s in front yau. My
be discipline. Thareasonthe restof  mentor Sheryl Botes s also one

In 2010, coached by Solly Luvhenao,
Bantwana qualified far the Wodd Cup in
Trinidad and Tobago, but the team was
knocked out following three successive
defeats in all three of their group stage
roatehies, conceding 17 goals, They lost the
first match 3-1 1o South Korea, which was
followed by a 10-1 humiliation at the hands
of Gernany before 3 4-0 defaat to Mexico
ended their disappointing turnament. And
Diudiu does net want to see 3 repeat af that
this time arcund.

"We are not going to be nalve and think
Just because we beat Morecco and qualified
for the World Cup, we are one of the best
Tearms in the warld? says Diudhu, who will
cnly leam her team's cpponents following
a draw which will be held atthe Fifa

“WE ARE READY TO SHOW

THE WORLD THAT SOUTH AFRICA
IS NOT GOING TO THE WORLD CUP
TOTICK ABOX;WE ARE GOING
THERE TO HAVE AN IMPACT.”

headquartars in May. "We have to adinowl-
edge that inorder to be one of the bestin
the world, we have to work hard. We can't
ga there nalve and thinkwe will go there
and conger all, no. Preparations will play
a critical iole in making sure we are able
T give cLr best and we will waarle hard in
achieving those goals. We have things we
need to achleve, Footkal| results for LS are
nat Just about the final score, IS about the
game growing inwornen's football, to be
able tehelp each ather on the field and 1o
be able to understand that a lot is required
frorm the players at that level And how
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improve en how we have been playing in
the gualifiers bacause we are ready to show
the world that South Africa ls not golng o
theWorld Cup to tick a bow, We are going
there to have an impact and to show the
wioldd that we are capabile of competing at
the highest lavel?

Preparations, preparations,
preparations

with all the Bartwana players still studying,
the most difficult challenge for Safa and
their coach is to schadule time for the team's
preparations ahead of the tournament.
But Dludiu savs preparations are aleady
undenwvay to getthe team ready.

"Between now and the tou marment, wea

will have a schedule drawn up stating when
we il be coming tocarmp, but we will
definitely be going to Spain and see if we
can play & ot of international teams that are
good out there adds Dludlw *Developrnent
I Europe, United States and Asla is a lot
bigaer, Qur airn Is to prapare the team as
much as we can fram home and then travel
overseas and expose the girls to that higher
level before we go to the Wirld Cup.

“we are happy with the pool of players we
hianv, bt we are stll locking to strenthen
indifferent positions to make sure we have a
balanced team. | feel there is always talent to

- &5 much as we can by profucing
‘players that she will be able to

seact o, that cn then epesont
DESIREE FLLIS'S APPOINTMENT AS  the matianal team and do their best.

DIFFERENCE BETWEEN

appointed as the Banyana Banyana  COACHING AND PLAYING...

head caach. For 18 months shewas  Coaching is difficelt, butif you
the interim cozch and she did well. — 2re passionats, you will b abls
She has imvested 2 lotintothe team 1o find solitions. A5 a coach, you
and understands the dynamics.
his magic. He is fearless andworks — bacome abettercoach. | ookupta  She was anassistant coachtoVera  thefiald, howthe otherteam is

thewarld is dging so much better of my favourite coaches. She has
is because they understand thase  coached the Under-17 and Under-20  BANYANA CDACH...
aspacts of foothall macoachwho  teams, as wellzs Banyena Banyana.  I'm really happy for her tobe
hi_mﬂslllmrua'd latting Right now, she is the head coach
players express themselves. &t the High Performance Cendre in
Protoria. She s an amazing coach
FEVDURITE COACH... and woman. She coached me as
| emjoy watching Pep Guardiola da aplayer and is now helping me

e feced with many problems an
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Bantwana's Thambolinye Maoneli celebrates with teammates after scoring during their World Cup qualifier

against Morocco at Dabsomville Stadium.

urearth sormewhere. But talent alone is

ot the only thing we are leoking at. We are
looking at plavers who will be able ta compete
at the highast level, players that will be ready
to wiark blood, sweat and tears. Being in the
national team is not about how good, but
hiowy consistent you can be, and how you can
handle pressure. But | will be geing around
the country to visit tournaments and schools,
sothat we can pick the best players and add
to what we have in the tearm.”

DIFFERENCE BETWEEN SA

The future

With the wiormen's senior team gualifying
for the 2012 and 2016 Olympics In London
and Brazil, and the U-17 team gualifying for
twio Fifa World Cups over the last eight years,
there is no denying that South African wom:-
en's football has come a long way.

While the country’s Sasal Women's.
League, which was established in 2009, has
144 teams which compete across all ning
provinceas, other countries such as the USA,

Enaland and Sweden have professional
l=agues in which women can ply their trade
and grow the beautiful game, Curently all
African countries, including South Africa, are
ranked cutside the top 30in the Fifa rankings,
bt acconding to Safa technical committes
member Mastasia Tsiclas, this could change
as early as nextyear,

“First of all, we are thrilled about qualifying
far the Wrld Cup, it's a fantastic achievement;
Tsiclas says. [t took a ot of work and
determnination, having gathered expans
together to try and help the coach, It was
Team waork,

“In other countries, women's football has
womens' leaguies and we are also ready for
that. In 2019 we are going to have 4 womens
|2ague over and above the Sascl League
The president [Danny lardaan] made an

*IN 2019 WE ARE
GOING TO HAVE
AWOMEN’S LEAGUE,
OVER AND ABOVE
THE SASOL LEAGUE.”

announcerment that its going 1o be a
16-team league, Sorme of the PSL clubs ke
Mameladi Sundowns and Bloemfontain
Ceitic already have tearns, so they will be
there. All nine regions will be representad,
including each provinee and the High
Performance Centre where we have all our
developrment players, and we will have four
spoits for other cluls. Kaizer Chiefs want to
hawve a women's team as well. That will help
a lot with development because in the Sasol
League, the winners don't lock ferward to
playing somewhere else. Fifa is also busy

in the process of arganising a Champions
League for women. The future of women's
football is locking good!

Teiclas, whao was the acting chairperson
of the 2012 Fifa Women's World Cup in
Azerbaijan, believes the future of worner(s
foctibatl in South Africa is bright.

“For rmary years, being on the Fifa Under-17
‘World Cup comrnittes, | know how difficult
it is to succeed and | also know what you
need; she says. "But with all our knowledae,
tagether we are going to try and help: It's
avery serious busness. Whan | ook back, it
took time to get to where we arg, butin the:
ISt four years we havie moved forward a

mmm a crucial role in helping us match the great deal We qualified for the Ohympics.
FUTURE PLANS AFTER Inather countries the game has teams we will be playingagainst Bt~ VWhen we started we had nathing and loak
THE WORLD CUP ovolved and growm, and women its also important for us notto put atwhere we are today, 'm very proud of that

It's ol about tooking ot next challonge.  foothell s ata higher lovel Thatis  pressure on thegirls. achievernent’ [
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