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FEATURE AKAMANI MAHLAMBI

After initially struggling to break
into Al Ahly's match day following
his move to Narth Africa last year,

South African starlet Phakamani

Mahlambi was finally given his
chance to shine as he helped the
Egyptian giants win yet another
league title at his first attempt.

In this interview, he tells Zola
Doda about life in Egypt and the
reasons he sees the moveas a
stepping stone to Europe.,

ary few players can go through
what Phakamani Mahlambi
went through and still hava the

colrage and hunger to sicceed,
The 20-year-old tore his medial and

anterior collateral ligament during a league
match against University of Pretoria in
February 2016, as he missad aut on
representing his country at the 2016
Ofymnprics in Brazil

Just as things were beginning to get
better, Mahlambl then suffered 3 hamstring
Infury just ronths after recovering, ruling
him cut af the Under-20 World Cup in
Seuth korea, Further hearttreak ensued, as
e wias forced to watch his beloved Bidvest
Wits fram the treatment table as they
marched onto clinch their first top-Aight
league tithe in their $6-year histary,

But after joining Egyptian powerhouse

Al Bhly I September, the attacking plaver
s2ems to have put his past woes behind
hirm wehile enjoying & new lease on life in
the Egyptian capital. Al Ahly were crowned
Eqgyptian Premier League champicns for the
40th time this campalg n, with the handful
of appearances made enough for Mahlambi
ta@arn a call-up to Bafana Bafana for the
recent Four Nations Tournament held In
Zarmbla.

"Everything has been great since | moved
herethe Egviot-based forward says. “its
besn an interesting expenience, | received 4
warm welcame when | arrived and the club
showed me how things are done here,

50 [t was not that difficult to adjust, Football
wize, | had to adapt quickly because every
country plays a different type of foottbsll
Off the plich, the language is not the same,
the food is different and the weather is

alsovery different, because its always hot
But I'm trying to learn a few things so | can
understand when peaple talk’”

And for the players business manager
Glyn Binkin, negotiating a deal that made
Mahlamisl the first South African to play in
Egypt rmight not hewve been easy, but he
believes it was well warth itin the end.

*Phakamani has fitted in very well at
the clutrand is adapting dally ta life in
Egypt,' Binkin says af his client. "Obwiously
the language 15 a slight problem, but he s
leaming and able to communicate with his
teammates wha also try to speak English
with him. He has also lzarnt that in order
fior him 10 be a top footballer and play at
the highest level, he needs to sacrifice. It
wolld have been way easier for him to stay
in South Africa and play hare, but he was
prepared to sacrifice and adopt a new
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culture in a foreign land aveay from family
and friends in arder ta forge a successful
<areer for hirmself oLtside of South Africa”

Tough start

Having only signed for his new club
at the very start of the curent season,
Wiahlarmbi missed out on registration for
the 2017 CAF Charmplons League as he
watched the remainder of the continental
campaign fram the stands as Al Ahly
reached the final befiore losing 2-1 1o
Algerian rivals Wydad Casablanca.

Despite netting a brace in & 6-0 friendly
win agalnst Second Division side Bl Gouna
in Septermber, ittook the 20year-old two
mianths befare making his official debut
far the Red Devils, Coach Hossarm El-Badry
deployed the former Wits star on the wing
as he came on as a substitute in a 2-0win

“IT WOULD HAVE BEEN WAY EASIER FOR HIM
TO STAY IN SOUTH AFRICA AND PLAY HERE,
BUT HE WAS PREPARED TO SACRIFICE.”

against lsmaily, before starting his first
officlal match ina 2-0win against
El Dakhleya four days later

His first goal came in Februanyina 3-0
win aver El Mokawlaon, as the youngster
made a late surge Into the bok, pouncing
onto a pazs before slotting hame with a
compasad finish in the eighth minute to
open the scoring

"When | played for the first time, | could
tell the tearmn expectad a ot from me’ he
says. "The coach asked meto play sither left
or right wing, and | tried to fit inand play
miy narmal foothall,

*Fortunately, the foatball is not that

different, it's almast the same [as in South
Africa] except for a few thinags. People here
love foctbal | everything they do imvolves
football which is why they are always at
the stadiums watching the matches Thelr
national team has alsa qualified far the
World Cup and now it's really crazy hare.
People are happy that Egypt qualified”
When Mahlarnis was battling to break
inte the match day squad, there were
reports in the media linking the plaver with
& maove to Orlando Pirates, BUT the talks wera
disrnissed by Binkin as untrue.
“mahlarmbil has a four-ear contract
and will stay there for as long as he =
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FEATURE PHAKAMANI MAHLAMEI

AL AHLY PRESENCE IN RUSSIA

While Phakamani Mahlambi will be ger Glyn Binkin saying this is praof
vatching the 2018 World Cupin Russia rength.

from the comfort of his home following has bean 2 wonderful
Batana Batana' quilify for for him, bath on and off

hree or four will ¥
ing Line-gp whon
t the World Cup.

aining and playing with

the toarnament, mostof his A1 Ahly

and above the Egyptian play:

the field,” Binkin s2ys. “Phakamsani is the other three foreion players

teammates will be polishing their boois learning each and every day, and by boing  at the clebarein the Moroccan,
and double-checking their passports in at the biggest clubin Africa, he is training  Nigerizn and Tunisian national
preparation for thedr participation at the and playing with some of the bost players  toams and will also be playing

global spectacle. Egypt qualified forthe  on the continent under the titalage of a

attha World Cup, thus in an &1 Ay

these players every day, one is
bound to become a better player.
Also, Al Ahby are onfy behind

Giyn Binkin [Real Madrid in terms of trophies

won in world foothall, so they are

amasghe clubwith 2 proed tradition and

tournament for the first time since 1990 top coach where he will inevitzbly become  starting line-up, they have probably seven  history. More importantly, the club and

with the help of soven players from
Al Ably, with Mallambi's business

ANOTHER
SOUTH
AFRICAN

an oven hettor player. AL Aty have soven

playars whowill be playing and starting the players have a winning cutture and
ayers in the cument Egypiian national at the World Cup. If one compares that mentality which bresds success.”

S“IWANT THE NATIONAL TEAM
TO DEVELOP AND FOR US TO COMPETE

Mahtambi was named the 2016/17 PSL
Young Player of the Year.

away from foothall and | don't want that

| just have ta facus an my game until the
end of the season and then | can think
about harme. Right now | can't say | want
to achiewve this and that with the national
team. If | start saying that, | will be limiting
myself in terms of what | want to achieve,
|'wiant the national team to develop and
far us to compete in bigger tourmaments
It nat nice when the national team is not
ina majar tournament. | want to achieve

INEGYPT IN BIGGER TOURNAMENTS.”
Phekamani reeds to do until such time as cther
'N:'ll'li 5ot oppotunities arise which are in the interest

oy of both Al Ahly and the player. He iz very
_"'IH currently happy there at the club and is enjoying his
playing inthe = life there an and off the field of play the
l&ﬂgﬂl l'“““' agent sald at the time.
s o 5 The plaver alsa adds that homesiclness IS
Piatinurn Stars playor GiftLinks 53 19-yoar old the Ins: ll‘r:lnrj an h;s :'|1|nL'I. I I
winger who ples histrade with Alassiouty Sport, “Hamesickness? | never had a problam
haying signed 4 four-and-halt-yoar contract during with that, he says ‘I don't want to stress
the January transfer window. myself o a point where | can't even play
When Alassiouty Sport Lost 1-0 to AL Akl in the ; : T
well. There is & ot of competition in the
league in Fehruary, both Mehlambi end Links tearn at Al Ahly and if | lose focus, & will take
_whlﬁ‘lﬂ inthe battle of the onty two me awhile to come back. So | need to keep
South Africans currently turning out in the focle Pl ST ; iy
ocus. Physically, I in good shape as
Egyptian M’Mﬂlﬂalmﬁmﬂﬂ well. We hawve also just iﬂmn the league and
s Afrhalsuenmhitinhrmfrm it's a great f|‘P|II'I-’g.;1 very good thing. U
“Eayptis a stopping stone to Europe,” he says. P ¥ R
“L ook i alsa goad for my reputation. | had a few

it the players who I“!. od in Egypt -it's challenges at the beginning and that is
aﬁﬂfﬂ'm.ﬂwh Europe. W””“T"‘“ why | r{;u ldn't be mq-istnrm-i for the CAF
play in Europe, and many of their scomts come to 1 : " i

¢ i Charmpions League. But | spoke to the
Egynt. Coming here s 2 good thing. fyou are in 2 coach and he said that in the group stages,
mmghmmmunwm | will be in the squad”
mot going to Learn anything.”
And Mahlambi's representative Binkin shares the
s shins. Vision 2022 prospect
“Dhwiowsty different faces fit in different places, With age on his side, Mahlambl is
but for South African players, in my humble certainly one of the yeunger players
opinian, it is 2 very good place to play and develop earmarked to lead Bafana Bafanas long-
one's gama,” he says. “As | proviousty mentionad, term project labelled Vision 20220 The
AL Ahly is the biggest and most successful club winger started the first match in the
‘i Affica and as such, they attract interest and tecent Four Mations Tournament against
attention from many Europezn clubs, The club has Angola, making way for Ryan Moan after
& history of selling and developing players and 70 mintites,
if one looks at Mo Selah for example, who is one *It's truly an honour to get a call-up
of the best players in the world a1 the moment, after rry first season in Al Ahly the proud
he elso played in the Egyptian League. 1t makes. voungster says, T missed home, but | didn't
senge for European clibs toscout in Egypt for top want to think about that a lat while in
talents, and more 50 &5 it's very closa to Furope.” Egypt. IF | do that, that will take rmy focus
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everything | can” [[
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