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Four teams
chase spots
in play-offs!

By MTHOKOZISI MKHONZA

REAL Kings coach Simo Dladla believes
thatthe National First Division (NFD) play-
offs race will go down to the wire after his
side’s chances improved following Black
Leopards’ defeat and Jomo Cosmos’ draw
last weekend

Leopards, who have been involved in the
play-offs three times in the past four sea-
sons, were the hot favourites with Cosmos
to secure the second and third spot, which
would give them another opportunity to
battle for a place in the Absa Premiership.

But last weekend's results, where Leop-
ards were defeated 2-0 by Witbank Spurs at
the Puma Stadium and Cosmos played to
a goalless draw, revived Kings and Spurs’
hopes of securing a top three finish.

With three games to go Leopards are in
second spot with 44 points, Cosmos in third
with 43 while SpursandKingsare infourth
and fifth place with 42 and 41 points respec-
tively.

Dladla, who is in his second stint in the
NFDwith Kings, saidthey wouldnotlet this
opportunity slip again.

He said: “This is a lifeline for us, we will
need to take them on and let the last game
of the season decide who goes to the play
offs.

“We played well for the better part of the
season, getting the results, then my players
got too excited at a crucial stage and
dropped important points. But our remain-
ing games are favourable, we have the ad-
vantage and need to make it count.”

On Saturday, Kings host University of
Pretoria at Sugar Ray Xulu Stadium, Cos-
mos visit Mthatha Bucks, who could be rele-
gated this weekend, at Mthatha Stadium
and Leopards will host another relegation-
haunted side, Richards Bay FC, at Thohoy-
andou Stadium. All the matches kick off at
3pm.

The dogfight in the bottom half of the ta-
ble continues, asfiveteamsarestill notsafe.

The two teams that finish the campaign
in 15th and 16th place will be relegated to
the ABC Motsepe League.

Mthathacouldbethefirstteamtobe axed,
should they lose to Cosmos. Newly formed
Richards Bay and Uthongathi FC are also
notsafe, alongwith Ubuntu Cape Townand
Royal Eagles.

NFD WEEKEND FIXTURES

TOMORROW

Cape Town All Stars v Highlands Park
(Parow Park)

SATURDAY

Real Kings v Pretoria University FC
(Sugar Ray Xulu Stadium); Ubuntu Cape
Town v Royal Eagles (Athlone Stadium);
Mthatha Bucks v Jomo Cosmos (Mthatha
Stadium); Uthongathi FC v Mbombela
United (Princess Magogo Stadium); Black
Leopards v Richards Bay (Thohoyandou
Stadium); Super Eagles v Tshakhuma
Tsha Madzivhandila (Goble Park)
SUNDAY

Stellenbosch v Witbank Spurs (Athlone
Stadium)

MATCHES KICK OFF AT 3PM
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