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Dumisani Koyana: Ray, welcome
back from the festive season break,
What did you get up to during this

riod?

Raymoend Monama: [t was good, man,
Ispent it at home with my family, even
though it wasn't long hecause we were
only given & week off. The Christmas
lunch with family eannot be replaced
though, go yes, 1 had a wonderful fes-
tive season,

DE: You guys recently lost 1o Cape
Town City at home, What went wrong
in that game, in your opinion?

RAM: [ think it's because it was the
first game after the festive break and
a lot of us were still in festive mood. I
think by the next game when we face
Ajax Cape Town, we will be in a better
mood, 8 working moed, so it shouldn't
be difficult to win it. We are working
very hard in preparing for that match,

DE: It must feel good to be back in
the PSL, well done!

RM: Thanks, my brother, That means
alot to me. It feels good to be back and
I'm enjoying life at Platinum Stars
Everyone has welcomed me so well -
from the office to the technical team
right through to the players, It feels
like T have been here for a while, even
though it has not been that long. It's
been great. North Wi chilled and
there are not too many distractions.

DK: Has coach Roger de Sa ex-
plained what he is expecting from you?

EM: Notreally, bro, but we all know
what is expected of us as a team. There
has been no one-on-one conversation
with the coach yet. We just speak
among ourselves as a team and, at the
end of the day, we know what we want
to achieve.

DE: You started out at Black Leop-
ards, where you were a household
name and people started taking notice
of your talent.

KM: 1 had the time of my life at Black
Leopards and they gave me the plat-
form to show Mzansi what I could do,
1will forever be grateful to them and. ..
ja, T had a few good seasons with them,
Then the move to Mamelodi Sundowns
happened snd there were alzo other
teams that wanied my services. For
me, being at Sunddowns was a
curve, Some people might
a wrong move, but for me, the time I
spent there was worth it. The set-up
of the two teams i totally different.
At Sundowns, they have world-class
infrastructure. T was working under a
coach like Pitso Mosimane, who would
puzh you because he knows what you
are capable of, He would give you that
information to help vou as a player.
Sundowns helped me to grow as a
player.

DE: So the time you spent at Sun-
downs was all about
growth?

RM: At Leopards,
1 was comfortable.
Sundowns then of-
fered a challenge and
Taceepied it. There, I
got to play with big
players. The training methods that
were Implemented by the coaching
staff were different to what I was used
1o, We also had physical trainers and
that helped you as a player to learn

more,
DK: Let's talk about coach
Mosimane.

RM: It would take me the whole day
to speak about that tactician. A very
humble coach and I'm happy 1 had
the opportunity te work with him.
If I am honest, he iz one of the most
hardworking coaches that [ know. He
always had videos of you as a player
and he would tell you what you needed
to work on in order to improve and be
a better player. He always made sure
that his players improve so they could
henefit the team

DK: You get to Sundowns, people
expect you to hit the ground roming

through your mind?

“Sometimes you
would think it's
bad luck.”

Mabunda gives

emember Ray
Yes, him. The ¢
s career has been
a rollercoaster.
or Mamelodi
along with Black
Leopards teammates |
Mabunda and Rodney Ra-
magalela ahead of the
2013/14 season, but failed
a place in the
udded team. At one
stage of his career, times
were so tough that he had
to resign himself to the
of playing in the
NFD, where he turned out
for Royal Eagles. Now back
in the elite league and call-
ing Platinum Stars home,
the 28 -0ld looks back on
the rough ride, in this intervi
with Soccer Laduma’s Dumisa
Koyana.

RAYMOND MONAMA
FACT FILE
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EM: When | got to Sundowns, lhada  me spoke Honours: Nong
niggling knee injury and that volumes -
e i bit because [ would be fin abou

with the team and then I would be
back to square one. So VoL

would think it's bad Juck because wanted to
things are not going your way and, as  repay him
aplayer, that moment takes a lot from by working

you, At that time I was young and the  hard, That
only thing that kept me focused was  showed with

the fact that T had age on my side and
I knew that one day I would be back to
full fitness and play again.

my perform-
ances for the
team.

DE: After all
the loans deals, you
ended up without a |
team, and then you sur-
faced at Royal Eagles in
the NFD.

RM: When my time at Polok-
wane City was up, there were
teams that “a.nttd me. §

DE: With things not happening for
youat Sundewns, you went to Univer-
sity of Pretoria on Iuan

g they hLJper\ me
rehab':l ate my knee
because they have

facing relegation, They also wanted
to keep me for good, but

I was still contracted
to Sundowns and their
budget couldn't al
for them to get me,
even though eosch
Steve Barker wanted
me to stay perma-
nently, They couldn’t
getme for free

1 went there, | saw their set-up
was impressed with it. The way they
do things is better than some PSL
teams do and that was enough

for me to commit, The
g foothall in the NFD is
tough, my man. But
as a player, you
have to adjust.

Ta discuss this interview, follow
@Prterladuma and @Vuyanliond

& Lo par fan page & join a facebook
commurity of Soccer Laduma lovers!
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DE: As someone who's played in the
NFD, what do you think of the U237

BM: For me, it’s a yes and a no, It's
good for development, but when you
are forced to play the U23 players,
then it's a no for me, Now teams end
up signing players that are not ready
to compete because they have to obey
the U23 rule. All [ can say is that if the
player iz good let him play.

DER: Your former Leopards team-
mate Tiyani Mabunda has CAF hon-
ours and is also part of the Bafana
Bafana set-up. Does that make you
feel as an underachiever?

RM: Mabunda is a very cloze friend
of mine and [ am very happy for hig
achievements. He has been through a
rough time as well and when I see him
achieve what he has achieved now, it
gives me hope. He had to go and play
MDC for some time and he never gave
up, Mabunda now is reaping the re-
wards of his hard work and winning,
50 [ must just take that as motivation.
When Mabunda wing, T alse win be-
cause | learn. He has been a pillar for
me when 1 look at what he has been
through,

DE:

RM: Just ]Ikvh\m Twant fo play ag
many games as | can and maybe get
some silverware. I also want to make
sure that the team gets a place in the
top five. Platinum Stars is a big team
that needs to compete up there and not
o be at the bottom of the log, Lastly,
as an attack-minded player, I want to
seore and create some goals for the
teanm,

DEK: How is coach Roger de Sa?

RM: We have a great coach and we
all know what he has done in South
Afriean foothall. He is a very easy
person to be around, even though it's
been a few months with him. The only
thing we need to do now is to get used
to the way the coach wantz us to play
and once we get that we will be back
to our winning ways. Platinum Stars is
a big team and shouldn't be where it is.
We must work hard and as a team go
that we can achieve the ultimate goal

SL: Platinum Stars have added to
their books Letsie Koapeng amongst
others, from Cape Town City. How's

* he adapting in the team?

BM: He is adjusting very well. He's

y fitted like a glove in hand. From his

very first training with us you eould
tell that he has fitted in, hence he was
in the team when we played Cape
Town City. All he needs is match
fitness because you'll remember he
wasn't playing much in hiz previous
team.

DEK: Before we let you go, Raymond,
there are rumours that the team could
be sold. Does that unsettle you guys?
RM: That doesn't affect us because
whatever iz happening in the board-
room i not for us, Our only job is

to play on the field of play and

make sure we work hard. It's

just a rumour ahout the team

being sold and it doesn't af-
fect us.

DK: Thanks for your
time.

EM: The pleasure

is mine. Thanks.

Monama's Best XI of teammates

big heart.

CM: Teko Modise — Somenne who makes
things happen at any given day for the keam,
They dont call him The Ganeral & nothing.
LW: Lebohang Mokoana — Ancther tricky
player who was diffiul to mark for the defend-
ers. Very shilful

AM: Khama Billiat - Khama is ons in ami-
fion. The: runs that he makes confuses
dafendars. He's also pacy, skilful and also
vy unpredictabla.

ST: Sedwyn George - 1's justa malter of
fime befors people sea fis boy's s poten-
fial He's a peolific strikar,
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