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It will be tough, but Eagles have what it takes, says striker Zulu

NONDUMISO ZAKWE

STRUGGLING Royal Fagles head
coach Kosta Papic will have to create
a soccer miracle and win the bulk of
the remaining National First Division
{NFD} games to make the playoffs
come the season's end.

But steiker Nkosivumile Zulu be-
lieves his team can overcome the odds
stacked against them.

The Ashdown-born forward, who
joined the local club at the beginning
of the season, raised his hand for more
first-teamappearances infuture during
Sunday’s 2-1 defeat to Jomo Cosmos
at the Vosloorus Stadinm,

Speaking to The Witness yesterday,
Zulu said he was pleased to cap his first

start with a goal, after making five ap-
pearances from the bench, although it
was not encugh to give them maxi-
i pints.

“I'm really happy to have opened my
account for the club. The best fecling
as a striker is to score a goal.

“Sofor meit's a weight off my shoul-
ders, bt | wish we had won the game”
he said.

Now, with 16 games left to play, the
Midlands club find themselves in 14th
position — 13 points behind Cosmos
and Pretovia University who currently
occupy the play-offs positions

Eagles have only won on two occa-
sioms this season, with six defeats and
the same number of deaws. Nonethe-
less, Zulu is adamant they can still

bridge the gap.

“It’s looking very bad for us at the
moment, but [think the quality of foot-
ball that we playis reason for optimism.

“What we need to do is just 1o re-
main focused and win our games and
not leok at what our opponents aredo
ing.
“ It will e tough, but weneed tokeep
pushing game by game.”

The well-funded club will close the
first hall of the league season with a
home fixture againgt Ubuntu Cape
Town at Harry Gwala Stadium on Sat-
urday.

But before that, Eagles have a tricky
visit from an on-form AmaTuks to-
morros afternoon as they start their
guest for Nedbank Cup glory

KickodT at Sugar Ray Xulu Stadium
in Clermaont is at 3 pm.

The 16 NFD teams play over these
next twordays and the eight match win-
ners @0 through to the last 32, or first
round proper, of the national knockout
tournament.

NEDBANK CUP PLAYOFFS FIXTURES:

Taday

Super Eagles v Black Lsopands
Stebenbasch v Mombela United
Tomorrow

Jomo Cosmos v Ubutu Cape Town
Withank Spurs v Richards Bay FC
Cape Town AB Stars ¥ TTH
Mithatha Bucks v Uthangathi FC
Foval Eagles v University of Pretoris
Hightands Park v Real Hings
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