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Stellenbosch in

Mare Strydom

Samimy Troughton and  Steve
Rarker, coaches who playved a
kew role in Pretoria University
FC's promotion (o the Premier
Soccer League (PSL) five vears
agn, are aiming to utilise that
experience  with — ambitious
Stellenbosch FC,

Stellenbosch  reached  the
National First Division (NFD}
promotion playvoffs by beating
Santos 1-0 on Samrday. though
hacl to rely on AmaZulu losing
1-0 against relegation-
threatened FC Cape Town.

Theclab — formed at the start
of  the season from  the
ashes of Vasco da Gama - mighit
appear to be the underdogs In
the playolls against regular par
ticipants Black Leopards and a
PSL team ved 1o be decided.

Bul the exportise of head
coach Troughtom and his assis
tant  Barker the technical
director and coach of Tuks
when they won the NFD in 2011
12 — can stand Stellenbosch in
ool stead,

Stellenbosch,  owned by
businessman  Mario  Ferreira,
who is also the majority share
holder of Bongani Zungu's club
Vitoria Guimaraes. are posltion
Ing themselves as a feeder

g00d hands
with Troughton and Barker

Going places: Stellenboach FC coach Sammy Troughton, right, and
his assistant, Steve Barker, plot their team's strategy ahead of the

promotion playoffs. /BackpagePix
team 1o the club in Portugal's
Primeira Liga

That is the fdea of the part
nership between the clubs
that we want to be bringing
plavers it Stellenbosch and
those that have the right qualities
move them on to Portagal.”
Barker said. “This club saw
themselves chasing promaotion
this scason.  Ferreiras  been
ivolved for three years now,
twio while it was still Vasco. He's
inwvested a lot of money init,

“The mandate was that they
wanted 0 get promoted and

definitely, the ambition is there.
And you can see from (the
calibre of players we signed in
January that we really are serd
aus about mounting a strong
challenge for the PSL. Our phi-
losophy is that if we want to be
in the PSL. we have to do things
better than PSL teams. And |
believe our level of preparation
and imput into the club shows
we want to be in the PSL”
Barker joined Troughton

coach from March of Vasco,
who were sold by the Das Neves
brothers  Marlo, Carlos  and

faulo o Ferrelra in the off
season and relocated (o Stellen
bosch — in December,

With the club wallowing out
side the playolf places, in Jan
uary, the coaches brought in
eight plavers — including David
Boovsen,  Washington  Arubi,
Mame Niang, Manti Mekoa and
Petrus Shitembe — to provide an
experienced backbone,

“We had a nice. long break
unitil the league started again in
Febmary o integrate the new
plavers,” Barker said.

“And then we showed good
consistency in the second half o
et 27 points from 15 matches
It's & tight league, where it's not
Csy 10 get points consecutively.
Wie hadd occasions where wie gol
Back-to-back wins and then a
draw or a loss,

“But we kepi winning games
when we needed (o, Unfortu
mately, we lost the second-last
game of the scason against
Milano United, which then put it
out of our hands in the last game.
But we knew it wouldn't be casy
for AmaZulu o meet a team
away who were fighting relega
tion, Henee, we knew we had to
do our job against Santos. It's
been a good journey and the
club. I belleve, deserve o be in
the plavofls” / TMG Digital
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