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Thanda Royal Zuiu Players celebrate .
‘their promotion to the PSL after winning
- against Stellenbosch,}-'_c on Wednesday.
LSTEVEHAAG/GALLO IMAGES

Solid home base, defence
secured Thanda’s place

Sikhakhane, with whom he

row's 12-match unbeaten helped them gain promotion

Now, will the club

stick with its staff?

By Sihle Ndebele

Thanda Royal Zulu’s National

worked at the Chilli Boys, saw
him settle wellin Richards Bay.

Thanda went as far as 14
games without a defeat, brealc-
ing Lamontville Golden Ar-

record of 2015. Sikhakhane's
men have only lost one match,
away to AmaTuksin February.
Sikhalchane is no stranger to
shepherding a second-tier side
into the top flight. In 2012, the
4i-year-old factician guided
Chippatothe PSL.

when the team is in the riches
of the elite league. Shaun
Bartlett. now with AmaTuks.
was let go after promoting Ar-
rows in 2015 while Allan
Freese lasted only five gnmesat
Highlands Park thisseason.

First Division triumph this Generally in football it is be-

week was headlined by numer- Team P W D LGFGAPs ligyed that goal-scorers win .

ous key factors, but Amab- 1 Thands 2715 N 146 21%  matches, but goalkeepers and let“resma‘prm)

hubesi’'s unbeaten homerecord 2 Leopards 2712 8 739384 defenders win titles. This line

all season proved a catalyst to 3 Stelenbosch 27 12 7 8 36 2843 g fitting well with Thanda’s « Tomorrow:

theirsuccessful campaign. 4 Eagies 2718 84354 goliddefence. Leopards v Magesi, Thohoyandou
He may be four goals behind 8 AmaZuu 2712 510443 4 Thanda have conceded the Stadium; Spurs v Mbombela, Puma

NFD's top scorer Sedwyn 6 5wus 2701 B B 36344 Jeastnumber of goals (21) so far. Rugby Stadium; FC CPT v Bucks,

George of Royal Eagles, but 7 Mobombes 2711 7 9 35 27740 The solid partnership of Ayah- NNK Rugby Stadium; Stellenbosch v

Mhlengi Cele’s 16 strikes were 8 Bucks 27813635353 ylela Kongobe and Michael Kings, Athlone Stadium.

crucial in aiding the KwaZulu- 9 Ko 2259 9 $30%  Gumede was fundamental in

Natal based outfit to return to 10 Cesmos 65 B 928335 Thanda'ssensational season. « Sunday:

the PSLaftereight years. 1 _AmaTuks 279 6 1229383 It remains to be seen if they AmaTuks v Milano, Tuks Stadium;
Cele joined Amabhubesi 12 AlStar £6 N9 18BED  willkeep faith in their promo- Cosmos v Eagles, Tsakane Stadium;

from Chippa United atthestart 13 Mo 2789 216355 ton-winning personnel be- AmaZulu v Santos, Princess

of the season. His PSL experi- 14 Mzges 207 7 1B 21388 canseit has previously seemed Magogo Stadium; All Stars v

ence and good relationship he 15 FECFT 2/ 6 10 1 324528 hard for newly promoted clubs Thanda, Parow Park Stadium.

enjoys with coach Roger 16 38n0s 2 310 M1 HB  tgstick with coaches who have
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