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Bucks may face PSL wrath

By MKHULULI NDAMASE

ROMOTION- chasing
Mihatha Bucks could find
themselves in hot water after

their fans pelted mateh officials with
objects following their home defeat (o
Withanks Spurs at the weekend

Bucks went down 2-1 in a match
matred by questionable referee’s de-
cision.

The defeat dealt th
ification aspirations a severe blow as
it followed on the heels of another
loss to Milano United away.

Unable to comprehend with the di-
minishing chances of securing play-
offs berth, the home team’s fans
vented their anger at the officials as
they felt their side was hard done
when two penalty appeals were ig-
nored and were also agrieved by the

L qual:

general poor officiating of the match,

As the chase for diveet PSL g
ifieation or securing it via the pl
offs intensifies, matehes in the Na-
tional First Di on are becoming
tightly contested duels with offic
often being caught in the erossfire.

PSL confirmed that a report de-
tailing the violent nature of the fans
wis submitted.
Ve don’t condone this sort of be-
haviour, We strongly condemn it in
the strongest words possible. The re-
port has been submitted - now the
next step will be to forward it to the
Teague prosecuton

“Then the prosecutor will decide
whether to prosecute or not,” PSL
spokesman Lux September said.

‘The incident was also roundly crit-
icised by Bucks coach lan Palmer
wheo called for ealm despite the

als

Unruly fans vent frustration out on match officials

mmmun;: pressure facing the elub.

“We are in the same hoat as them,
But like us, they must also stay fo-
cused. We understand their frus
tion because we had two penalti
that were not given, but they should
not have thrown bottles at the of-
ficials,” he said.

If recent rulings on similar inci-
dents are anything to go by, Bucks
could be slapped with a fine because
of their fans” unruly behaviour,

Palmer believes they should have
wrapped up the game early had they
converted the chances that they cre-
ated,

“It was just one of those day:
where we beat onrselves. We were
much better than them but we were

SOCCER

just unfmlmmlt that we lost by an
m g

offs hopes but I told them that we
must continue fighting until the
end.” he said.

This was their second consecutive
loss and their fivst in Mthatha since
November 2015.

‘While it was all doom and gloom
at the Bucks camp, Spurs were re-
joicing as the win moved them up to
sixth spot on the National Fivst Divi-
sion log, while Amathol’amnyama
farther slipped down to number sev-
enon the standings.

5 @ huge dent on our play-

Because in the previous two sea-
sons the teams that qualified for the
playoffs had finished on at least 52
poinig, Palmer previously told the
Dispatch that his charges were tar-
geting the same number of points in
their remaining eS,

But with five matches left, Bucks
can only finish the season with 51
points - that is if they can win all the
games.

First up on Saturday will be an
encounter at Athlone Stadium
pe Town against Stellenbosch

Then next month, Bucks will wel-
come University of Pretoria before
again going to Cape Town for a
showdown with relegation-threat-

ened FC Cape Town on May 13,

Their last two games will be
against Cape Town All Stars at
home and third-placed Black Leop-
ards away on May 28 - the day the
eurtain eomes down on the NFD

Sa, in order for Palmer to achieve
the mandate he was given when he
ook over in Janu
will have to be on his side a
not only have to ensure they win
their games, but hope that other re-
sults go their way.

Palmer has refused to throw in the
towel and aceept that they might
not have a chance at inga
shot at possibly playing in
the Premier Soccer League
next season.

“We still stand a math-
ematical chance,” the
coach said,

IAN PALMER
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