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The Ghost as they drag their way through a frustrating campaign.

[Main] Lorch has

tfirst it was joy. Signing

iwhen he was loareed
out into the National First Division
without kicking a ball.

Worse still was the cholce of club
he was sent out to, ina coastal city
that ha never fancied as a progressive
football destination, based on what
he had expenenced thiough the twa
years that he spent in the second-tier
wiith Malum between 2013-15.

Maturally, as someone whose par-
ents separated at a young age, such
evants always prop up abandonmeant
issues.

“Iwas pissed at that time because
| fielt, "Wy the hell arethey loaning
me out without having at least given
me time to show what | am all abowt?
Are worse, dumpling me in a place
so far away like Cape Town,” he says,
recalling his first loan spell at Cape
Town All Stars.

He had also failad triaks to break
irto the Ajax Cape Town Under-17
team aarlier in his caraar, ancl so his
distaste of tha Mother City was fierce.

“Iwould have preferred to ba

“WHY THE HELL ARE THEY
LOANING ME OUT?”

|saned to another club in Johannes-

finally received an for Orlando Plrates from  burg or somewhere Inland because,
oppartunity to shing Maluti FET College. It in my time playing in the First Divi-
for Ortando Firates. then turned to sorrow, sion, | never liked the football played

by Cape Town skcles,

“They always kicked it up in the air
all the time and that is not my style.
Plus, CapeTown Is a place that fagls
like another courtry and | honestly
thought 'would struggle to settle
thete," Lorch confesses,

Having retreated into a shell of
deprassion, it then took the influence
of his father and the suddan appoir-
ment of Dan Malesela at his loanclub
to turn what he percaived to be dark-
ness into light.

“It was actually my dad who
convinced me ta go to Cape Town,

whete | was |ucky to meet coach Dan,”

he says. It was all downto coach Dan
that | was abe to enjoy my football in
Cape Town, athenwise it would have
been tough.

“Though | initially didn want to
gato All Stars, that loan eventu-
allyturned out to be good for me
bacausa | got game-time and right
nowy, people have an idea of who | am
becausa of that loan spell”

He was all smiles after completing
that successful loan period, which led
ta an inclusion in the Bafana Bafana
squad that won the Cosafa Cup in
Namibia last year,

But Larchthen found himself back
at sgjLare one yet again soon after.

ONG WAI

BY LOVEMORE MOYO
Being loaned out twice before playing a single game at your new
club will always rank as a setback for any footballer, regardless of the
circumstances. This is the difficulty that Thembinkosi Lorch has had
to deal with since he first signed for Orlando Pirates from Maluti FET
College two years ago. But now, he has quickly charmed his way into the hearts of
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