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Zola Doda: Thabo, before we talk
about anything else, just tell us about
the experience of being part of the na-
tional team for the friendly matches
against Guinea-Bissau and Angola.

Thabo Mnysmane: [t was a good ex-
perience because it's always an hon-
our to get called up to the national
team and I believe it's a positive step
in my career. Whenever I get called
up, I eonsider it 1o be growth and I'm
leamn something every day there. I get
exposed to different types of players,
different styles and I always leamn
from it.

ZI¥: Was the call up something you
expected?

TM: Himm, T won't say ‘expected’.
Obviously, it was a wish (to be part
of the squad). When the squad was
announced, [ wanted my name to be
there, But to he honest with you, [
wasn't expecting it in 4 sense that T
deserved 1o be there - it was a wish.
But [ didn't feel like [ deserved to be
there nor did I expect it.

ZIx: Why didn’t you expect it
though, because you've been playing
well this season?

TM: There are lots of players in my
position and a lot of players in the
PSL and overseas who are doing well.
The coach has a pool of plavers he can
select from and for your name to be
amongst the names he selects means
you are doing something right. So, for
me, I just felt that we have a lot of
good players in South Africa and that
iswhy I didn't expect it.

ZI¥: When you were younger, was
playing for the national team some-
thing you aspired to one day?

TM: Ja, that was the main goal. Tre-
member in 2006 when I was in Grade
8, my father bought three soceer jer-
seys — the one of France, of Brazil and
of South Africa. The France jersey
had Zinedine Zidane’s name at the
hacl, the Brazil jersey had Ronaldin-
ho's name and the Bafana Bafana jer-
sey had a question mark, My father
then asked me, “Which player's name
sheuld we put on the Bafang Bafana
jersey? My answer to him was that
in & couple of years my name will be
on that shirt

ZI»: That's interesting. How did
your father react?

TM: He was shocked because he
was expecting me to name a player
that was playing. But I told him in &
eouple of years my name will be there,
so when I got my first Bafana Bafana
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and I didn't get the chance o study.
In July that year, I went to Sweden
for the Gothia Cup for 10 days and,
when I came bacl, I had to write
my exams late, For the preliminary
exams, which were in August, [ was
in Cape Town for a week and T wrote
some tests later, To be honest, T didn’t
pass as well as [ thought [ would pass
in my Matrie and that pushed me to

team. People are playing well - be it

overseas or here — and that makes it

easy for the coach to assemble a good
team.

ZD: How did you feel when you
werenot part of the matchday squad
against Angola?

TM: Eish, ahhh, Hmmm, let me
rather not comment about that one.

the camp?

TM; Ja, there was some feed-
back from the coaches. This was
my third camp — my first camp was
against Swaziland and Nigeria and
my second was against Mauritius in
the CHAN qualifiers. They just told
me, *We know what you can do, We
know what you can
bring to the table.
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told me he knew
what [ could do
¥ and produce,
henee I'm part of
his team, He told
me he believed in
my potential and
that T can deliver
for the team

ZI): This is also one
of your hest seasons.
How do you consistently
put out these brilliant per-
formances, not t0 mention your
seoring prowess?

TM: [ always say this to people and
sometimes it sounds crazy.., there are
three things that make me, hmmm, I
won't say consistent, but to perform
the way ['m performing, It's prayer,
support from teammates, the tech-
nical team, my family and friends,
and belief, Soit's prayer, support and
belief. Those are the three things that
Tattach to my performance.

ZID: What else do you do differently?
T I try to put in extra work. |
won't lie and say I'm Cristiano Ren-
aldo and that I come to training two
hours prior. But [ try to do some extra

8 worle. But you can see with the way

the league is structured that it's

by hard. We need more rest than

training and it’s hard to find the
time to put in 2 good amount of
extra work hecause you need
4 good amount of rest as well
(Games come in midweek and
weekends.

ZI:: Are you surprlsed with all
the attention you've been getting?

rformance is related to the team.
As 3 team, we are having 2 good run
and, when that happens, the confi-
dence of the team is going to extend
to individuals. That will make things
flow. As for attention, I don't think
I'm getting attention. Ha, ha, ha

ZD: Matsatsantsa 4 Pitori are also
having a good run. Can you go all the
way and win the league?

TM: If you look at the bigger pie-
ture, a good run is cosmetic because
we can have a good run and not win
the league, you understand? [ believe
that it must be constructive and, at
the end of the season, when we lift
the trophy, we can say we had a good
run and we are the champions. But
that Tun must not go to our heads.
We must not think
we have made it
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neighbourheod could do it, then why
couldn’t I do it?

ZI¥: You are saying you wanted to
focus on both football and studies.
But did any of the two suffer along
the way?

™ My studies suffered a lot in
my bMatric year in 2010. In that year,
when [ was supposed to write my
tests, [ played in Future Champs
tournament and I wrote the tests late

it’s now water under the bridge Butl
enjoyed every minute of the camp and
the game, and I'm thankful for that,

ZD: The general consensus was that
this is one of the best Bafana teams
assembled.

TM: You see, South Africa has a lot
of talent and [ think this {sa good era
Right now, South Africa is at a point
where every player is doing their part
and it's easy for the coach to select the

bench. What did Owen

da Gama say to you?
TM: Can [ please not

comment about that?

ZD: Fair enough.
We respect your wish.
Eut, overall, did the
coach give you any
feedback about

I'mlearning alot from coach
Stuart and I'm glad that, at
my age [ have & chance to

work with him.

ZI¥. What did he make of you
when you joined the club?

TM: He knew me from Tuks,
when he wis still the eoach of Kaizer
Chiefs. That was when [ had a good
run and scored seven goals in the
league. When [ joined SuperSport, he

when called upon.

ZI): Thibos, thanks a lot and best of
Tuck.
TM: [t's my pleasure. O
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