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Fast bowler Lungi Ngidi overcame adversity
to become one of the brightest prospects

for South African cricket.

n st of ericket that produced many
exciting new discoverics, the ane with
per haps the maost long-term potential is
that of fast bowler Lungi Ngidi, who has
everoomnie toagh tmes o take his place inthe
coumry’s Test side
Mg s potentially te hng-term suceessor
Murme Morkel, who announced his retirement
from the international game in February, and &
likaey to form a fenrsomie attncking duo with Kagiso
Rabackain the coming vears - both are able io clock
speeds of 150 kilometers per hour
The 22-year-old is part of o new wave of black
ericketers carning their stripes in South Africa’s
mational side, with the spare finally able to tap
into a segment of the population that had been
excluded from the game for so long
Aside from Rabada and Ngidi, Temba Bavaima
and Andile Phehlukwayo bave playved Test ericket
i the last year, while Khayelihle Zoado recenthy
mades hisdebuat in the Cne Day International
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format, and Junior Dala and Aaron Phangtso
played sz well in the Tweney 0 games against India
in February,

Iv is & racdical change from the days when
Miakhaya Nrinl furreawed almost alone coreer as
South Africa’s ondy internationsl blsck ericketer,
jodrsed ever s belefly in the nathonal team by the
likes of Monde Zondeki Mianeko Nigni and
Thami Teokekile

Much needed transformation within the sport
haas had somee molbe o play, bat few would angie
thar nll the recent recruits to the national side have
nat deserved their elevation and most grabbed the
opportunity with both hands

Ngidi, perhaps more than anyone, wok
advantmge after he became an injury replacement
fior Dl Seeym in the seoond Tess against Dndia in
Pretoria fn Jamsary.

Uz wiicket morne suited e spin bowling, he
returmed excellent match fgures of 7/80, inchiding
thes prized wickes of the best hatsman in the world,
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Virat Kohli, with & vicious in-swinger that rapped
the Indian captain beg before wicket,

It was not Mgidi's first appearance in the
uational teany; Tis promibse was spotted 12 moiths
earlier when he was sdected for three Twenty20
elashies ngainst touring S Lanka.

And be excelled there too, tnking 4,19 in second
match as the bounce extracted from his tall frime

NOW | REALIZE THAT
| AM ACTUALLY
STRONGER THAN |
THOUGHT.

and good pace lefi the visitors happing around the
crese,

Bt sk injury immsediately after that kept
Taiens cauat oo the gaive for six months, and wok Kim
Erum an inerediblhe ligh t oo desperate low,

1t s cluring that time that e strogeded o
b his fitmess levels o the required level, beading
tos some tonggh words nthis Frnchise team, the
Pretoria-based Titans,

Tt was very difficult but it was worth it in the
lorygrun amel n ot of eredit must also go o the
trainer and physiotherapist at the Titans for the
work they did with me* Ngidi wold reporters.

“and the coach [Mark Boucher] & well - we
hnd seme beard bt havest elats belvind closed
doors ard Ouat abso hedped me much in the
Lo ruan, “That was probably one of the bigess
challenges of my career_ coming from a high wa
low: i short space of time, Reing schected mplay
for Seauth Africa ared then getting injured. it was
tojch.

“1 though | was deing all the right things but it
RS 1O 0 g iy ey, During my time asay from
the game 1 gota bot of time to reflect and now |
realize that Tam oetuslly stronger than 1 thoughe”

Mgl s his roots i Dl - his mother
Bt was o domestic veorker and his father
Jevarme o caretaker at a bocal seboal. Flis kife
changed when he was sehected forascholaship o
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the prestious Hilton College, aschool knawn for
producing internastional spartsmen inall eodes,

“From a youngage be was anamral rabent, pot
Justacricketer, but a very talented nighy plaver
atiel o swbmmer” Flilion Colbege Execistive Hoas:
Master Sean Carliske wld FORBES AFRICA

Al from Carlisde, Mgici was nbso under the
tutelsgze of former Zimbabsve international ll-
roander Neil Tohnson, wha hod many vears asa
top professional,

“There was abviosly bots of rvw porenial there
at sehaool level, He was probably o bit frustrated
then as ax schood he suffered a ot of injuries, bug
thee natural abilivy and the massive pobential was
clear for everyhody tosee” says Carlisle,

*What was evident toa i that he stood vip in
pressure situations, When things wene tight in
munteh sisuatioms, he came m the fore and that
e vous ain indieation that he could handle bigger
pressures bater in lifie”

Cartishe belieses that it is Nygidi's ol and
gronended personality thar will see him sucoessful,
Hiz s o prome to flights of fancy ar the belief that
e dloes ot herve o wiork hand o achieve his goals.

“That is probaldy one of his greatest assets, that
T 18 il and donvm o earth. Right from the
atart, b was very prounded and really was ane of
thissa all-round, well-mannered and well-grommed
gve, You could say he was, and i, a real good gy

Cardisle is rightly prowd of his former pupil,
evenifhe himsell admits he is o ligtle bit surprised
ait o well Mgidi has taken to international
cricket.

Wi arve been folkowings him and seeing
s well e has dione at Tuks [the Universiy of
Pretorial, and then in the Twenty20s Buttobe
hanest, all of us are slightly taken aback at hiny
quitedly and how well e ook 1 Test ericket.

“Hie i just an incredibly rounded, humble man
el wee eould not be prouder, The cricket side is
fantnstic, but for me it is the buman element that
will make him special*

With Marked out of the picture and the future of
Sveyn in serious douwbe, Ngdi has the oppartunicy
o lead South Africa’s pace avtack with Rabada for
the next decade or more iThe can stay fit.

“1'mn 50 protd of Idm, be's already a mle model
for imbllions of South Afitcans,” Ngidi sald of
Rabada, just a year his senivr “Td love to emulace
his achicvements one doy but, foe nos, Tm just
gy ter b chasing him.” £
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