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NGIOI & OLIVIER

Lungi Ngidi and
Duanne Dlivier

have emerged
as the Proteas’

of fast bowlers

'HDH:: HIHIEH'E MBMB.I!

LDOKING AT THEM, LUNGI NGIDI AMD DUANNE
Olivier are 5o different they could well be
the heads or tails of the same cain.

One is Zuly, the ather is Afrikaans. Ngidi
5 the son of a primary-school caretaker and
2 domestic worker, Olivier's parents work for
a bank; yet Ngidi went to the prestigious private
school Hilion College, while Clivier matnculated
at [itthe-known Centurion High. 1 took Noidi
just a handful of games to make ks debut for
the Proteas at E‘D Olivier worked away at g
craft until his © me at 24; ard, of course,
the plavers made their debuts in completely
different formats.

On the other hand, 15 probably prudernt
to point out the most obwous thing the two
have in comman — they are the bruisers looking
to unhinge the Proteas’ selectors’ door the
day Dale Steyn, Mome Morkel and Vernon
Philander call it at day.

The experienced trio may be unpleasanthy
surprised at this magazine greatly exaggerating
their pending demise, but even they have to
admit that the end is nigh.

Thie fire still burns white hot in Steyn's crazy
eyes, but will it remain undimmed after he B
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gets the five wickets he needs 1o overtake
Shaun Polkck's national recond of 421 Test
wickets? And how long will that famausly
wiry but increasingly fragile body hold?

Muorkel may be fil again after a spot of
back trouble, but his prarities are changing
— multiple seazans in the international
erickel grind aren't really firet prize.

And while ‘Big Vern' has been at one with
his mesmensing mix of control and downnght
sorceny with the ball over the past seven
months or sa, he has been doling out his
instalments of magic in between bouts of
ankle issues,

Which brings us to Noidi and Olvier who,
injury permitting, could form a petrifying pace
attack with Kagiso Rabada for years to come,

At 1.90m and 95kg (Noidi and 1.84m and
80k (Olnier}, both extract bounce from the

wicket and bowd at a siméarly uncomfortable
140kt with the former wsily [ively while
the latter loaks mome deceptvely sa.

On being seen as the coming men of South
Afrcan fast howling, they take different things
from beng mentioned i such exalted company
but one can't mestake the underlying modesty,
Noidi says 1 can only be motivation, while
Glivier prefers 1o keep his head down,

“When people first staried talung like that
| got nenvous, because those are pretty much
legends of our game,” says Ngidi. "Hearing
your name mentioned along theirs at 20 can
be a bit daunting, but having them come to
you and congratulate you, you think, *Maybe
| can co this”.'

Hawing played over 50 fist-class games
betore his Test debut against 5n Lanka in
January, Olwier prefers to look at the queue

NGIOT & OLIVIER

in front of him and the body of wark those men
already have: ‘Il's one thing 10 be mentioned
in the same beeath as Steyn, Morkel and
Philander, but they've heen doing so well for
years and ['ve only played in one game [where
he took fve wickets]. I'll wail for my chance
and be grateful If it comes again.’

But cleary the bug has bitten, if the way
he helped the Krights charge over the finish
line in winning the Sunfoil Senes 5 anything to
go . In the end, Olivier took a senes-topping
52 wickets at 18.13 in the tournament, with
teammate Marchant de Lange a distant second
with 34

Olivier allows himself to look forward to
working with Rabada; 'He's done wonders
for South African cricket at only 21. He's
obwiously the future and working with him
and Philander was an honour for me* B

‘IT'S ONE THING TO BE MENTIONED IN THE SAME
BREATH AS STEYN, MORKEL AND PHILANDER

BUT THEY'VE BEE

N

DOING SO WELL FOR YEARS.

I'LL WAIT FOR MY CHANCE AND BE GRATEFUL IF

IT COMES AGAIN’

- DUANNE OLIVIER
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Perhaps fittingly for men with seven
(Ngidih and 61 (Clivier) first-class games,
their preference of format vanes.

‘| love bath formats but they come with
different tests,' Ngidi says. ‘| don't really
have a favourite but T20 [whene he made
his sensational debut against §ri Lanka]

15 orthe tap of my list at the moment.
| knowy red-ball cncket is the uitimate
but with T2 you've gat 1o be an the
button from the first ball,

“With red-ball ericket you can bowl three bad

overs and still have time to get it back together,

For Oliver there is no contest - the lorger
format of the game is the be-all and end-all.
et far all their difference in their upbringing,
approaches and the fact that they harely know
each other, the similarities in their pragression
are remarkable.

‘When they were in Grade 9, both were sat
down by their high-school coaches and told
1o chaose between rugby and cricket.

THE NUMBER 21 NGIDI WEARS AT
FRANCHISE LEVEL IS SUPPOSED TO
BE THE AGE AT WHICH HE HOPED TO
HAVE MADE HIS FRANCHISE DEBUT,
AND WE ALL KNOW HOW FAR HE'S

COME ALREADY

Naidi, a burly inside centre, says Hilton
College dean of sport Shane Gaffrey broke
the had news to him: 'He told me he'd coached
quys with ericket talent before [Dominic
Hendncks and Temba Bavuma at 5t David's
in lohannesburg] and he feft |woukl go
down the same path.

'l guess | made the nght dedsion because
this has heen an amazing journey. I've got
a lot e thank cricket for”

Having already been gven the talk by his
coach lohan Cloete — now an international
urnpire — at his school, Olivier, & rangy fullback
who had been a spnnter in pnmary school, had
his decision made for him when he fore knee
ligaments at around the same age Noidi was
encouraged to give up rughy. B

EMERGING PAIR

Lwnadiewe Lime

Ao bigidi and Andiia Phahisiaveyo, the

Falg TR 12} (5 ome ot £ new pensntien of KIN
kiss making tha grods of o yausg age. Zums, wio mosthy
Plays for the Fren Stete sami-professionsd (pam and has
Phayzd 8 caupis of T20s for the Knighis, hied hes progress
ey by o injusy st ysar, But make o mstake,
e ks ok, e Rihand Lanl will ball you eftar baing oa
the receiving end of & 14Skmih beuncer rom the
Maritzbuig Gollegs ald bay durieg e T20 seasin

Mizhee Co1an

Tha Aeddam Cossiantia o boy is probably known mone lor
naing st dlstinotians (n matrio sad piaying the guiter By
hiss 68, LILB ammetas, Bet the 1042 o= seamar
happans to bead ot rownd WA0min already, which magns
he's ook sut for I the neot few years.
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NGIBI & BLIVIER

LIONS BOWLING
COACH GORDON
PARSONS ON NGIDI
AND DLIVIER

Believe it or not, both then suffered
stress fractures around Grade 10 and 11,
injuries from which they made a full recovery
thanks 1o some remedial work being done

on their actions — Ngidi 1o get his “straight lines”

aligned and Olivier 1o be more Tront-
on upon delvery

Urlike mast spartsmen, both are continuing
with their studies. Ngidi i5 a third-year labaur
laww student at Tuks, while Gliver studies
Business management through Unsa.

Getting an education was prabably ahways
the idea for Ngidi, who would never have
attended Highbury Preparatory School or
Hiltom had it nat been for cricket bursaries.
He admits to having felt the odd man out
among his nch-kid peers at school,

‘| felt i, but | didnt let t get to me,’ he
remembers, ' used it as motivation because
| used 1o look at the parents and think "one
day I'll be in a position to send my kids to

a school like this”. Also, my parenis might be
domestic workers but we all had the same
apparunites at the same school,
So | asked myself, “What 15 stopping
me from achieving whatever [ want in [fe?™’
The dincher abaut the similanties between

Ngidi and Oliveer, who are laid-back and soft-
spaken, 1 that they bath ksten to holse music.

In explaining his love for Euphandk and D) Kent,

Olwier & very much aware of breaking the
stereotypes: | know I'm Afrkaans, but | don't
listen to Afrikaans music.’

What with the similarties, who would be
favourre to be chosen to replace Steyn et al
if the decizion had to be made tomormow?
Olvier's record of 253 wickets at 20,49 from
61 games would suggest he is the mome
ready-mace option,

But while Ngidi has played only seven
games, hie has made a habil of adjusting
quickly to higher levels. The number 21
he wears at franchise level 15 supposed
10 be the age at which he hoped 1o have
made his franchise debut, and we all krow
how far he's come already.

It's a theory backed up by the fact that
fram the day he spearheaded Hiltan
howlimg attack at 16, he has always found

himself having to do it over and over again,

So what would the decision be? Well,
if you tossed a coin the new ball would
be in safe hands, regardless of whether
it fell on heads or tails. &

FABANISA 15 A FREELAMCE SPORTS WRITER.
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