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Split seconds decide varsity winner

MARISA CALVERT

JUST 46 points separate defending
champions Tuks and last year’s
numners-up, Pukke, heading into
the second and final Varsity Athlet-
ics meeting tomorrow — a matter
of split seconds.

World class athletes Rantso Mo-
kopane and Taylon Bieldt led the
charge for NWU and Tuks respec-
tively earlier this month, as Tuks
led at the halfway mark, hut just 46
points, Mokopane earned NWU
9493 points while Bieldt notched up
1054, as each finished with gold
medals in their preferred events,

Mokopane may just have to cuf
a few geconds off his time, and the
likes of Bieldt and Thembo Mon-
areng may have to shave sphit sec-
onds off theirs, in order to carry
their universities to the title.

Athletes compete to earn points
based on the [AAF Scoring Tables,
where athletes' times or distances

are calculated based onan interna-
tional table, falling into various cat-
egories that determine the number
of points awarded for the result,

Athletes are awarded anything
from 50 tol 400 points, depending
on how well they performed.

For example, Thembo Mon-
areng’s 10).33 in the 100m earned
him | 099 points, Usain Bolt's 946
would earn the maximum 1 4040,

Gift Leotlela's record-breaking
2005 in the mens 200m last year
earned him and Tuks 1 143 points.

Thetop15eventsfor eachuniver-
sity are added to caleulate the over-
all score.

So tomorrow night will quite lit-
erally come down to split seconds,
or centimetres.

The difference at the moment is
46 points — which could be the dif-
ference hetween running the 10(m
in 10045 or 10.32, Soit's quite fitting
that Varsity Athletics will come
down to what the official hashtag

stands for. [t will come down to
which athlete manages to go #Fast-
erFurtherHigher

. Marisa Calvert is head of PR at
marketing company ASEM Engage

Here are the current standings heading
into the second meeting:

1. Tuks 15 628

2, NWU 15 582

ENITRLEE

4. Kowsles 15 069

5. Mates 14 100

b. UWC 14 563

1 Madiba 13 830

B TUT 1 952

Athletes to look out for:

* Thambo Manareng {men's 100m) — Tuks
* Justing Palframan {women's 200m and
iblm) = Waties

* Zingi Chabangu {women's fripls jumg) - W
* Rantso Molopane {men's 1500m) — NwU
* Taylon Bkt (womens 100mH) = Tuks

* Links Mpha {men's long jump) - KWL

* Constant Pretous {men's 110mH) — Tuds
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