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Gatlin to run in SA

2017 world 100 metres champion to compete in Grand Prix Series in March

JUSTIN Catlin, who owns three waorld
sprint titles, including an Clympic title, has
joined the hist of world-class athletes who
will be competinginthe much-awaited Ath-
letix Crand Prix Series in South Africa in
March.

Catlin, the 2007 world 100 m champion
and the fifth fastest human being in the
100 m and 204 m, will line up in the men's
150 m race at Tuks Stadium in Tshwane on
March 8, in the second of the three series
meetings,

He is the biggest name to compete on
South African soil zince Michael Johnson
in 20N andis amassiveboost to South Afri-
can athletics.

His presence shows once again how far
the sport has come and that global champi-
ong are again seeing South Africa as a top

global player.

The 33-year-old has astoundingly never
Tun a competitive 1500 m, go this will be a
new experience for both him and for Scaih
Africans alike.

“I have obviously done 150s in training,
but have never raced over that distance be-
fore. It will be interesting 1o see how | do.
It i also my fivst race of the season which
adds to the exciternent for me." said Gatlin,

The USA star spoilt the retirement party
of Usain Bolt last year when he edged out
countryman Christian Coleman and Bolt,
to win his first global title since 2005, testi-
mony to the longevity of his career.

He ascribes his ability to stay at the top
to his ongoing work on his technigue, A
glance at race videos of the last four years
will show just how much his technique has

improved, coming as close to perfection as
possible,

In 2005 Gatlin set a world lead in the
100 m when he broke his previous best of
977 sec to clock 974 sec for the win at the
Diamond League in Doha on May 15, This
is also his best time 1o date and sits fifth
on the world all-time lists. That same year
he would run times of 975 sec twice.

Gatlin was so dominant in 2015 that the
only race that he was beaten in was the
104} m final where his arch rival, Usain Bolt,
again snuck victory from him at the World
Championships. The margin of victory was
a mere 1100th of a second. Only Bolt was
able to um faster than him in the 200 m
in 2015,

Catlin’s 1957 sec in Eugene on June 28
was 2100th of second slower than Bolt's

19,55 sec. It 18 also the ffth fastest time ever
Tun.

To date, Gatlin has run under the 10-sec
ond barrier an incredible 55 times — a feat
wvery few can boast of. He has also gone un
der 20 seconds seven times in the 200 m.

“Having Justin Gatlin unning in South
Africa isa big coup for us,” said Aleck Skho-
sana, president of Athletics South Africa
(ASA).

“We have such incredible depth in the
sprints in South Afriea. To have an athlete
of Justin Gatlin's calibre compete here
against our athletes means that the world
sees us as a major contender in the sprints.

“It also brings other great benefits as it
ingpires other aspiring sprinters and be-
vond ..*

Meanwhile, world champion Luvo Man-

yonga of Justin
South Africa soared to 2 Gatlin
world-leading distance of  PHOTO:
832 metres in the men's GETTY
long ump at Wednesday's  IMAGES
indoor athleticsmeetingin

Paris.

It was a first career indoor appeatance
for Manyonga, an Olympic silver medallist
at Rio 2016, as he targets more siverware
at next month's World Indoor Champion-
ships in Birminghanm. — SuperSport, AFP.
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