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GATLIN HEADING
FOR MZANS!

IARF world champion to run in Athletix Series

By SUNSPORT REPORTER The 35-year-pld has astounding-
WORLD sprint champion and ly never run a competitive 150m
Olympic hero Justin Gatlin race, s0 this will be a new ex-
was confirmed yesterday as perience for him and South ATHLETIX
one of the elites athletes set to  Africans. ssﬁﬂ%’m PRIX
compete at the highly antici- “] have obviously done
pated Athletis Grand Prix Se-  150°s in fraining, but have Stadinm. i
ries in Mzansi next month. never raced over that dis- B Marcy; T“"!U?Indiu
The series will start at Ruim-  fance before. It will be in- 25 neene e
sig Stadium on 1 March, then teresting to see how I do. It Suﬂ-'urn,bE::meaphat
move on to the Tuks Stadium is also my first race of the
eight days later before conclud- aeason, which adds to the
ing at the Dal Josaphat Stadium  excitement for me,” said
in Paarl on 22 March. Gatlin.
Athletics South Afriea (ASA) The USA star spoilt the re-

president Aleck Skhosana admits  tirement party of Usain Bolt
that having Gatlin running in in 2017 when he pipped

South Africa is a big coup for countryman Christian

them. Coleman and
He zald: “We have such inered. Bolt to win

ible depth in the sprints in his first

South Africa. To have an athlete  global title

of Gatlin's calibre competing since 2005 —

here against our athletes means  testimony

that the world sees us as a ma- to the lon-

jor contender in the sprints. gevity of his
“It also brings other great ben- career.

efits, as it inspires other aspir- Balt is an-

ing sprinters — and beyond. It al- other top ath-

so inspires coaches to produce lete who has

more sprinters of Gatlin and graced SA's |

Akani Simbine’s calibre.” shores this

To date Gatlin has dipped un- year, spend-
der the 10 second barrier an in. ing two weeks
credible 55 times, a feat very few  here af the
Have achieved. He has also gone  end of Jan-
under 20 seconds in the 200m uary.
seven times.

Gatlin, the 2017 World 100m
champion and the fifth fastest
human being ever over both the
100m and 200m events, will line
up in the men's 150m race at
Tuks Stadium on § March in
the second of the three Se-

9 1 Justin Gatlin is
ries meetings,

He is certainly the g
biggest name to . 150m debut in
compete on South South Af
African soil since
Michael Johnson
in 2001,
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