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LUVO JUMPS T0 STARDOM!

By CHARLES BALOY1

LAST year it was all about an-
nouncing himself on the world
stage.

But this year was all about
showcasing what Luvo Manyonga
is capable offt

The world has finally taken note
of South Africa’s lanky jumper
and what a year it has been for
the Western Cape-born long jump
superstar.

Manyonga's coach Neil Corneli-
us described his star athlete’s In-
ternational Association of Athlet-
ies Federation's (LA AF) male ath-
lete of the year nomination as
amazing.

Corneliug, who coaches the tow-
ering jumper at the University of
Pretoria's High Performance Cen-

tre, struggled to put into words
his feeling regarding Manyonga's
first international nomination.

Manyonga bagged three titles
this year — the A title, the IAAF
Diamond League and the [AAF
warld title,

He broke the Afriean long jump
record with his 8.65m effort in
Potchefstroom and also smashed
the MHamond League long jump
record in Shanghal, China with
an impressive leap of 861m.

The 26-year-old has been nomi-
nated alongside big names in the
sport such as Mo Farah of Great
Britain and SA poster boy Wayde
van Niekerk, while Jamaica's
Omar MeLeod and Christian Tay-
lor of the USA are some of the
names that make up the 10 ath-

letes in the men's category.

The final list will be shortened to
three finalists and the winner will
be revealed by the IAAF in Monaco
on 24 November.

Mezansis golden girl Caster Seme-
nya is the other South African to
have made the list of 10 athletes in
the women's category.

Manyonga is undefeated all year
in nine competitions and his coach
i3 hoping that he will make the cut
for the final top three athletes.

Cornelius said: *It's amazing. It's
unhelievable. This is beyond Luvo's
wildest dreams.

“We are proud of this young
man. This is just the beginning of
his phase and his best iz yet to
come.

“It makes us happy to see him
being recognised on the
international stage.
Last year was all about
announcing himself on
the world stage and
this year was all about
performing and being
the best in his field
and he did that with
aplomb.”

Manyonga did just
that when he won a sil.
ver medal at the Olym-
pic Games in Rio de
Janeiro last year.

He took his perform-
anece to a whole new
level as relgned su-
preme in the men's
long jump event in the
world this year.

Cornelius added: “He
is a talented athlete
and there is nothing
that he ean't do in the
sandpit.”
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