SA sprint
Kings set
for new
series

David Isaacson

A new local track and field
serles could usher inone of the
most mouthwatering all-South
African sprint rivalvies in 2018
as Anaso Jobodwana and Akani
Simbine get ready (o go head to
head for the first time.

The speed merchants com
peted at their first World Cham
picnships in Moscow in 2013,
bt fate has kept them apart.
Unitil o,

The  Athletix - Grand  Prix.
oasting total prize money of
RL36GHM,  will  feature  three
meets. But that could grow in
fuare  vears. sayvs  Michael
Meyer, MD of Stillwater Sports,
which is organising the series
alongside Athletios SA.

Each meet will feature 10 to
12 disciplines with prize money
for the top eight places. Winners
will pocket R20,000, mnners
up RIOOO0  and  third- place
finishers R5,000.

With  Olympic  and  world
champion Wayde van Nickerk
ol injured until Tate inte next
season, SA's premier sprinting
showdown could be between
25-yvear-okl  Jobodwana,  the
200m  World  Championship
bronze medallist from 2015, and
2 -vear-old Simbine, fifth in the
100m at the Rio Games,

The series will be the first
locally  sponsored  track-and
field events in six vears and,
with the promise of internat
fomal athiledes Being brouglhit oul,
has the petential o resemble the
long-cdefunct Engen Series,

“Tthink SAds the top sprinting
nation in Africa, so we'll have (o
look elsewhere for sprinters (o
come oul as challengors,” sakd
Mever, ackding he had been talk
ing to foreign athletes so they
could schedule the series into
their training plans.

The meets are scheduled for
Ruimsig on March 1 Tuks on
March 7 and Paarl on March 22,

Mever said announcements
on the series spomsors and
intermational — athletes  would
regin in January.

Simbine,  Jobodwana  amd
other tap athletes such as for
mer SA 100m record holder
Henvieho Broingfies and veteran
hwrdler LI van Zy] attended the
launch in Sandton with Athletics
SAS top_brass. | X .

Presitiis axticle is.coRyris
sairl athellewedHwithbutprier
1 sharpen up ahead of the
Commonwealth Games i the
Australian city of Gold Coast in
April. /TimesLIVE
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