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Manyonga off to a
flyer in Shanghai

DAVID ISAACSON

LUVO Manyonga annihilated his
competition in Shanghai yesterday to
win the opening long-jump compe-

tition of the international season.
Olympic champion Jeff Henderson
(md mm- others went into this Di-
i League battle with the usual

lnh.md grenades and ¢ 5.
But they were no match for the
nuclear 1 les unleashed by the
charismatic South African on the
sand pit.
Manyonga, the runner-up at the Rio

The track was
really fast and | did
a few fouls . . . that
was a distraction

Games by just lem, catapulted to
8.48m on his opening jump, beating
the old meet record belonging to
Australian Mitchell Watt by four
centimetres,

He sailed to 849m on his third
attempt and then leaped (o 8.61m on
his sixth and final bid, this time
obliterating Watt’s si Di-
amond League series mark by

Manyonga recorded no-jumps nn
his seeond, fourth and n!th attempts.

"Tllu Lmd« was really I

Lknow it will come,” added the Tuk
lde_]umpu who is eyeing the 8!
Id J'(.m:'(l and ultimately the "rm

ceess has been down to hard
ning, dedication and com-

ork, tr
mitmentThope now to just go onand __month,

%ﬁﬁe

win everything I can this season.”

Manyonga was u little disap-
pointed yesterday, spare a thought
for his outgunned competitors; the
nearest was more than a full ruler
h.m.th behind him.

Chinese  jumpers Xinlong  Gao,
(‘h‘muhuu Huang and Yaoguang
:mglmklhn,n\-u three plac

2, 8.20 and 818, seeing off M
nnga'h compatriot, Ruswahl S

aai
(8.18), Henderson (8.03) and Emiliano
Lasa of Uruguay (7.90).

Khotso Mokoena, SA’s only medal-
list of the 2008 Beijing Olympics with
gilver, was eighth in 7.85m,

L1 van Zyl won a three
for second spot in the 400m h
but they were all behind Amer-
ican Bershawn Jackson, at 34 the
oldest in the fi

Van Zyl, Jackson and fourth-placed
Kerron Clement were survivors from
the Beijing Olympics, where the two
US runners took bronze and silver
with IhL \uulh African fifth.

while n
edge out R smus Magi of
(49.38) and Clement (48.43),
darted this race more aggrs
this time,” said Van Zyl. “I cam
fo run the qualification and I did.

His effort equalled the qualifying
standard as stipulated by the IAAF
world governing body of athleties, but
till some way off the automatic
tandard that Athleties SA s

nghai was in
till enjoy to

00m, young American
Noah Lyles won comfortably in 19.90
to match the world lead Wayde van

Viekerk set at the n:ll cham-
pionships in  Potchefstroom  last

C?
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