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PhD Application Procedures
Admission to doctoral candidacy

· The candidate must be in possession of a recognised and suitable Master's (MEng/MSc) degree.

· The candidate must demonstrate that s/he has sufficient background knowledge of engineering/project/technology management, that s/he has mastered the relevant content of the proposed research field, that s/he can perform independent scientific research, and that results can be analysed logically and presented on paper efficiently.

· The proposed research must be in the field of engineering and technology management and must support the research objectives of the department.

· A suitable supervisor in the proposed field of study must be available in the department and must be willing to accept the candidate for doctoral study. Any PhD graduate, associated with the department, may be appointed as a supervisor.

· If a candidate does not show sufficient progress in each year of study, as indicated by the progress reports, his/her registration for the following year may, after consultation with the Dean, be refused and the doctoral studies may be terminated.

A candidate may be refused admission to doctoral study by the head of the department, if s/he does not comply with the standard of competence in the subject as determined by the department - with the proviso that a candidate who does not comply with the required level of competence may be admitted, provided that additional study assignments are completed and/or examinations are sat for.

A candidate, who is refused admission to doctoral study, may request that the dean reconsider his application for admission in terms of the prescribed requirements.

Procedure for admission

A candidate applies in writing (on the University’s application form) for admission to study towards a PhD degree at the Department of Engineering and Technology Management.

The following need to accompany the application form:

· A Curriculum Vitae.

· A full academic record (undergraduate and post graduate).

· Research Idea as per Research Guideline (Appendix 8).

· Copy of M-dissertation and relevant publications.

Faculty administration evaluates the qualifications and the Departmental Research Committee evaluates the academic record and the proposed topic. At the Graduate School of Technology Management we require a 75% average for the Masters degree, or at least 70% plus other special outputs such as high level research publications. For a Taught Masters we require a 75% average, or if higher then 70%, the thesis mark must be at least 75%. The marks for the courses in the field of specialisation are specifically taken into consideration.

The Research Committee evaluate the Research Idea as well as the courses the candidate completed on masters’ level in the field of research. The applicant will do an oral examination before the research committee to determine if the candidate has the necessary background on the topic and research field.

If the proposal falls within the interest of the Department, a supervisor is
identified. The candidate will then work with the supervisor to develop
a full research proposal (based on the instructions in our departmental
research guide). The full proposal is submitted to the Research Committee for evaluation. If the committee accepts the proposal, the candidate may register for the PhD.

The committee may recommend that certain courses be taken as a prerequisite to the doctoral study, that the proposal be elaborated in more detail, that the application be approved, or that the application be rejected.

Should the PhD- committee approve the application, it will be submitted to the Dean of the Faculty of Engineering for final approval.  The candidate shall complete the university registration form that is obtainable from the Secretary of the Department.

It is important to follow the instructions in the Departmental Research Guide (or updated versions) through the whole project.


Appendix 8 (Research Idea) of the Research Guide follows hereunder for easy reference.

APPENDIX 8:
RESEARCH IDEA

	Initials and Surname
	

	E-mail 
	

	Telephone Nr
	

	Date
	


Proposed Research Title:

Research Problem (see Section 7): 
Research Objectives (not more than 2):

Research Questions (not more than 5):

Relevance of the Research:

Relevant Theory (see Appendix 2):
Key Subject Literature References (see Appendix 3):

Proposed Research Methodology and Design (see Section 4):

Field of Study (be as explicit as possible):
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