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Purpose 
Aim of programme: 

 To build capacity to empower the next generation of library and information 

professionals with knowledge and skills to apply modern information communication 

and technology (ICT), in order to support academics and research. 

 The programme is intended for middle management level librarians involved in 

managing ICT or working in ICT-intensive environments in libraries, and faculty 

members at Library and Information Science schools. 

 The programme will consist of coursework as well as a mini-dissertation based on 

applied research related to the individual’s own institution - each component carrying 

50% of the credits of the programme.  

 

Selection 
 

Selection of candidates for this self-funded academic programme will be highly competitive 

and will consider Library and Information Science (LIS) professionals across the world. Anyone 

may apply for this course, considering that all fees should be paid for by the student 

him/herself or with help from his/her employer (see below for fees).  

 

Selection is based on previous education, work experience and the strength of submitted 

portfolios. Applicants must meet the basic requirements for admission as stated below, but 

this does not guarantee admission, only admissibility. 

 

Basic Requirements for Admission: 

 

The competitive selection process will be based inter alia on the following criteria: 

 Current qualifications – a three year first degree in Library and Information Science 

(LIS) and a second degree in Library and Information Science (LIS) (the so-called 

Honours degree in South Africa) / a Masters in Library and Information Science degree 

or equivalent degree from a reputable University SAQA accredited); 

 Past academic performance; 

 Proficiency in English; 
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 Work experience, current job description in a library and/or university department 

teaching Library and Information Science, and responsibilities in the work 

environment; 

 A recommendation letter from the current employer / line manager;  

 A commitment from the current employer that they will make time available for the 

employee to devote to his / her studies; and 

 Internet access. 
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MIT Stream B Curriculum 
 

The schedule of the program is as follows: 

Year 1: 2017 

Module title and 

description 

Schedule Content 

Web Trends in 

the library 

8 credits 

MIT 865 

Year Module; presented 

during 2017 

February to November 

 

Social networking and other Web 2.0 tools offer 

a wealth of opportunities for the design and 

delivery of new and innovative resources and 

services in libraries. This module provides an 

understanding of the basics of Web 2.0 and 

instruction in the practical implementation of 

various Web 2.0 tools and technologies. 

Students will furthermore be instructed on the 

specific uses and applications of these Web 2.0 

tools in the library environment. 

Digital 

repositories 

8 credits 

MIT 866 

Year Module; presented 

during 2017 

February to November 

 

This module aims to address a series of topics 

applicable to the development and 

implementation of digital repositories, with the 

emphasis on repositories in an academic 

context. The course presents the opportunity to 

acquire a wide spectrum of knowledge covering 

the necessary core concepts and technologies, 

the processes involved in the establishment and 

running of repositories, and of evaluating 

various approaches and aspects. This will 

provide information professionals with a sound 

foundation for offering quality information 

services in the digital environment. 

The Knowledge 

Society and 

Year Module; presented 

during 2017 

This module evaluates concepts and approaches 

to the study of the Knowledge Society from the 
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international 

librarianship 

8 credits 

MIT 867 

February to November perspective of LIS professionals in Africa. It also 

examines contemporary challenges, trends, and 

issues in globalisation for international and 

regional library services development, such as 

Open Access initiatives, the internationalisation 

of LIS education, and international employment, 

as well as issues related to the freedom of 

access to information and freedom of 

expression. 

Facilitating 

information 

retrieval and 

information use 

8 credits 

MIT 868 

Year Module; presented 

during 2017 

February to November 

 

The module intends to enable managers of 

library and information services to manage 

opportunities to ensure optimal access to 

electronic information resources and the use of 

information in their specific contexts and with 

support of the latest ICTs. 

IT systems in 

libraries 

8 credits 

MIT 869 

Year Module; presented 

during 2017 

February to November 

 

 

The course investigates typical large IT systems 

that a typical medium to large library will need 

to manage. The themes covered are: OPACS, 

Enterprise Resource Management (ERP) 

systems, including HR (human resource) 

management systems; Open Source Software; 

IT Security policies; Customer Relationship 

Management (CRM) systems. 

Knowledge 

Management 

8 credits 

MIT 872 

Year Module; presented 

during 2017 

February to November 

 

The aim of this module is to provide an overview 

of the fundamental concepts and theories of 

knowledge management. Participants will be 

introduced to tools and techniques relevant to 

knowledge sharing, retention and 

dissemination. Attention will also be paid to 

planning and implementing a knowledge 
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management initiative, with special focus on the 

academic library environment. 

Network 

technologies 

6 credits 

MIT 873 

First Semester; 

presented during 2017 

February to June 

 

 

The purpose of the module is to provide 

students with an introduction to different types 

of networks and network management, 

including the different technologies available 

such as broadband and wireless. The course 

focuses on fundamentals and general principles 

rather than technical details. Current 

broadband initiatives in Africa and the influence 

this will have on the working environment of 

information professionals will also be 

addressed. 

  

Organisational 

behaviour and 

leadership 

6 credits 

MIT 875 

First Semester; 

presented during 2017 

February to June 

 

This module is designed to give students an 

understanding of how organisations and 

leadership in organisations work, and how to 

manage yourself and others in an organisational 

environment. The module follows a sequence of 

"individuals, groups and teams". Individuals 

include the student's own perspective, how to 

determine your own strengths and weaknesses, 

how to tailor-make your environment to 

capitalise on your strengths and compensate for 

your weaknesses. Under "groups" we consider 

how groups form, and how they function. 

Aspects such as conflict management, as well as 

group dynamics are considered. 

Strategic ICT 

management 

5 credits 

Second Semester; 

presented during 2017 

July to November 

An overall theme of the module is that ICT is a 

strategic enabler and the management of ICT is 

a responsibility of not only ICT specialists and 
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MIT 876  ICT managers, but also ICT-knowledgeable 

business managers. As a departure point the 

context for studying the management of 

information and communication technology in 

the new economy or e-World is analysed. The 

primary objective is to increase student 

awareness and understanding of how ICT can be 

used as a strategic resource in an ever-changing 

business environment, with specific reference 

to libraries. 

IT Research 

MIT 879 

Year Course 

 

Basic Research Methodology.  

Year 2: 2018 

Mini-

Dissertation 

90 credits 

MIT 880 

Year Project; specifically 

taking place during the 

Third and Fourth 

Semester. 

 

 

 

Mini Dissertation.  

Individual supervisors will be assigned to the 

students.  

 

Computing in 

perspective 

6 credits 

MIT 874 

Third Semester; 

presented during 2018 

February to June 

 

 

The aim of this module is to serve as an 

introduction to the basics concepts of 

computing. Algorithms will be explored on 

different levels of abstraction; this will include 

some basic modeling of algorithms and code 

using UML; understanding the nature of 

programming and how to work with 

programmers. We will also be exploring some 

relevant topics in Computer Science such as 

computer security (hacking etc.), artificial 



  

MASTER OF INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY (Stream B) 2017 9 

 

intelligence, computer-supported collaborative 

work (CSCW) and software engineering. 

ICT project 

management 

5 credits 

MIT 877 

Third Semester; 

presented during 2018 

February to June 

 

 

This course is designed to put IT project 

management in the context of library, business 

and general management. It is not intended to 

teach students the fundamentals of project 

management, nor will it go into more depth in 

the discipline of project management than 

graduate courses on the subject. It is assumed 

that students already know the basics of project 

management and that being a project manager 

is not their ultimate career aspirations, but that 

they may have project managers reporting to 

them. 

IT financial 

management 

6 credits 

MIT 878 

Third Semester; 

presented during 2018 

February to June 

 

 

This module gives an overview of the financial 

management responsibilities of the ICT 

manager in a library; clarification of what 

financial management means to the ICT 

manager; discussion of various financial 

concepts which the ICT manager will encounter, 

e.g. accounting concepts, IS audit and control, 

total cost of ownership, etc. It also provides 

clarification of functions which the ICT manager 

will be required to perform, e.g. budgeting, 

asset management, etc. 
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MIT Stream B Structure 
Language: 

The M.IT degree is only offered in English. 

 

Classes: 

The following are compulsory coursework modules in addition to the mini-dissertation: 

 IT Systems in libraries 
 Web trends in the library 
 Digital repositories 
 Knowledge management 
 Facilitating information retrieval and information use 
 Network technologies 
 The knowledge society and international librarianship 
 Computing in perspective 
 Organisational behaviour and leadership 
 Strategic ICT management 
 ICT Project Management 
 IT Financial Management 

There is no face-to-face, physical class attendance. 

 

Duration of Course: 

The course duration is a minimum of two years.  

 

Conferment of Degree: 

The M.IT degree is conferred on a student who successfully completes 180 Credits. 

Core Modules (50% of Degree)                 90 credits 

Mini Dissertation (50% of Degree)           90 credits 

 

Pass Requirements: 

A minimum final mark of 50% has to be obtained in the mini-dissertation as well as in each 

of the modules of the prescribed course work. For examination entrance a minimum of 40% 

is required. The Dean may, on the recommendation of the admissions committee, cancel 

the studies of a student who fails more than one module. A module may only be repeated 

once. 
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Degree with Distinction: 

The degree is conferred with distinction on students who have a weighted average final 

mark of at least 75% for the course work as well as 75% for the Mini Dissertation.  

 

Fees 

 Approximately R20,000.00 per year, i.e. R40,000.00 over two years for students from 

South Africa and SADC; 

 For students not from South Africa or SADC the fee is doubled; 

 Non-SA students have to pay an additional R3,000.00 as foreign students; 

 If you were to take a third year to complete the degree, you will have to pay a 

further R20,000.00 (SA and SADC) or R40,000.00 (non-SADC) per additional year. 

  

Administrator Contact Details 
 

M.IT Stream B Administration: 

 

Ms Thembani Khanyi 

Email: mit-info@up.ac.za 

Telephone: +27 12 420 3087 

Fax: +27 12 362 5181 

 

 

  
 


